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The rupee has been sustained to make a greater scope for
exports from this country to India. Each time that the rupee has
been fixed it has been against the advice of Indian experts. The
Government is the party that has benefited By fixing the rupee
to the pound it has saved itself from insolvency. If financial con-
trol were in the hands of Indians, the financial policy would be
pursued in the interests of the agriculturists., and not so much in
the interests of the exporters.

India is an exporting country, and in nine out of every ten
years her exports have exceeded her imports, but the balance of
gain has been used either for Civil Service pensions or as capital
for what I consider wild-cat schemes such as Sukkur Barrage, etc.

Mahatma Gandhi then referred to the scanty Press space that has been
given to the Government's acknowledgment of hopeless miscalculations over
this scheme From a small corner in the Press he had seen that the actual cost
of the irrigation scheme was twice of that estimated. Mahatma Gandhi stated
that he had no confidence in these large schemes which the Government put
forward as they would not benefit the small agriculturists, but merely serve to
strengthen and extend the capitalist system.

Mahatma Gandhi then reasserted the Congress demand for complete
control of finance and fiscal policy. He said India must not be wrapped in
cotton-wool She must be given the chance even of making atrocious blunders.
But in spite of every effort, he added, he had failed to impress this fact upon
the official mind, which was fed upon blue-books and histories of India written
by Englishmen, that is, the conquerors He found himself baffled by the wall
of ignorance around him in this country Continuing, he said

Hence it is necessary that some of you in England should give
yourselves up to the task of enlightening this ignorance, to start
a hurricane propaganda and the knowledge that so many in this
country are working for us will perhaps soften the agony of those
who are suffering over there. We shall treasure the knowledge
of your friendship, and be heartened by you as Emily Hobhouse
heartened those who suffered in South Africa during the Boer
War. I ask you to help us, and if we are losing heart, perhaps
send us a cablegram saying, eNever mind, we Englishmen are
watching and wishing you success.' I ask you to pray for us, any-
thing that will give us encouragement and sympathy. But please
do it on one condition, that you believe that our cause is worthy.
If you think that we are making extravagant demands, then tell
us that and reject our demands. Then, if we see that friends are
forsaking us, we shall perforce reconsider our positiop. and think
again whether what we demand is just. But in the last resort our